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JESUS EXPECTS (WAIT) 
Ian Mann 

This week we are continuing with our series Renewed 

Strength: When You Pray which is focussed on The Lord's 

Prayer. Tonight, we are looking at praying with an 

expectation that God will act on his promises. 

but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run 

and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint 

(Isaiah 40:31 ESV) 

One of God's promises is renewed strength, but there is a 

condition associated with this promise: wait! Waiting is not 

passive but active (to wait, look for, hope, expect). 

I waited patiently for the Lord to help me, and he turned to 

me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the pit of despair, 

out of the mud and the mire. He set my feet on solid ground 

and steadied me as I walked along. He has given me a 

new song to sing, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will 

see what he has done and be amazed. They will put their 

trust in the Lord. (Psalm 40:1-3 NLT) 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of 

my salvation; for you I wait all the day long. 

(Psalm 25:5 ESV) 

We wait expectantly 

Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why are you 

restless and disturbed within me? Hope in God and wait 

expectantly for Him, for I shall again praise Him, The help 

of my [sad] countenance and my God. (Psalm 43:5 AMP) 

There is purpose in our waiting 

A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with 

his sisters, Mary and Martha. This is the Mary who later 

poured the expensive perfume on the Lord's feet and wiped 

them with her hair. Her brother, Lazarus, was sick. So the 

two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, "Lord, your 

dear friend is very sick." But when Jesus heard about it he 

said, "Lazarus's sickness will not end in death. No, it 

happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will 

receive glory from this." (John 11:1-4 NLT) 

The Lord's Prayer 

Prayer is a key to waiting on God, so how should we pray? 

The Lord's prayer is found in Matthew 6, part of the Sermon 

on the Mount that deals with three parts of Jewish religious 

life: almsgiving, prayer and fasting. He was challenging the 

listeners’ motivations for such devotions. Was it about 

being seen or was it about their heart towards God? 

• Don't let your right hand know what the left is doing 

• Go to your private room 

• Put oil on your head and wash your face 

In the middle of this, the Lord's prayer is given to show us 

how we should pray, focussing on God first, then ourselves 

and then our relationship with others. 

Your Kingdom come! 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. (Matthew 6:10 ESV) 

We should be praying for God's Kingdom to come! 

From the Encyclopaedia Britannica: Kingdom of God, in 

Christianity, the spiritual realm over which God reigns as 

king, or the fulfillment on Earth of God's will. 

"Don't be afraid, Mary," the angel told her, "for you have 

found favor with God! You will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give him the throne of his ancestor David. And he will 

reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!" 

(Luke 1:30-33 NLT) 

On earth as it is in heaven! 

• God rules in heaven 

The Lord has made the heavens his throne; from there he 

rules over everything. (Psalm 103:19 NLT) 
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• Jesus will return as King 

I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ 

Jesus, who will someday judge the living and the dead 

when he comes to set up his Kingdom: (2 Timothy 4:1 NLT) 

• In the hearts of those surrendered to Him 

Later on, after John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, 

where he preached God's Good News. "The time promised 

by God has come at last!" he announced. "The Kingdom of 

God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good 

News!" (Mark 1:14-15 NLT) 

• It is not an earthly kingdom 

Jesus answered, "My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. 

If it were, my followers would fight to keep me from being 

handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not 

of this world." (John 18:36 NLT) 

Our responsibilities as part of His Kingdom 

When we pray for God's Kingdom to come, we are also 

declaring that we will play our part in establishing His 

Kingdom. 

• Be a worshipper 

Yes, praise the Lord, you armies of angels who serve him 

and do his will! Praise the Lord, everything he has created, 

everything in all his kingdom. Let all that I am praise the 

Lord. (Psalm 103:21-22 NLT) 

• Be humble 

"God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for 

him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. (Matt. 5:3 NLT) 

• Be obedient 

"Not everyone who calls out to me, 'Lord! Lord!' will enter 

the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will 

of my Father in heaven will enter. (Matthew 7:21 NLT) 

• Share the Gospel 

But Jesus told him, "Let the spiritually dead bury their own 

dead! Your duty is to go and preach about the Kingdom of 

God." (Luke 9:60 NLT) 

• Be holy 

We pleaded with you, encouraged you, and urged you to 

live your lives in a way that God would consider worthy. 

For he called you to share in his Kingdom and glory. 

(1 Thessalonians 2:12 NLT) 

You can be sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy person 

will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God. For a greedy 

person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 

(Ephesians 5:5 NLT) 

• Be committed to church 

Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means 'rock'), 

and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers 

of hell will not conquer it. (Matthew 16:18 NLT) 

Kingdom promises 

We can expect God to fulfil His Kingdom promises as we 

wait on him! 

• To be empowered 

For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by 

God's power. (1 Corinthians 4:20 NLT) 

• To have our needs met 

Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live 

righteously, and he will give you everything you need. 

(Matthew 6:33 NLT) 

• Healing 

When the apostles returned, they told Jesus everything 

they had done. Then he slipped quietly away with them 

toward the town of Bethsaida. But the crowds found out 

where he was going, and they followed him. He welcomed 

them and taught them about the Kingdom of God, and he 

healed those who were sick. (Luke 9:10-11 NLT) 

• To know real peace 

for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 

but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

(Romans 14:17 CSB) 

Conclusion 

When you pray, pray for God's Kingdom to be established. 

It is God who has the power to transform our lives and the 

lives of those around us. 

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become 

a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

(2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT) 


