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Family Fun
(All Ages)

Being accepted
Activity time: 5–10 minutes
Aim: to explore how when people take things from us we tend not to like them
You will need: game board from page 191, a dice or spinner, lots of counters

1. Play the game from page 191 in small groups.
2. Talk about how it feels to have counters taken off you. Explain that this is what it was like being
a Jew in Jesus’ time. The Romans were in charge, and they made the Jews give them money.
There were even some Jews who collected money for the Romans. These people were called
‘tax collectors’. Ask the children what they think the Jews thought of the tax collectors (they
didn’t like them and didn’t accept them).
3. Challenge the children to watch out for how Jesus treated the tax collector in today’s story.

Dolphins
(Age 3, F1 & F2)

Draw a friend
Activity time: 10 minutes
Aim: to think about why we like and welcome our friends
You will need: large sheets of paper, art materials

1. Say that you’d like everyone to think about their friends. What are their names? What do the
children like to do with their friends? How do they feel when their friends come to play?
2. Ask the children to draw a picture of one of their favourite friends and provide another sheet
of paper for those who finish quickly.
3. As they work, encourage them to talk more about their friends, perhaps asking what they do
that is fun or exciting.

Turtles Sharks
(Year 1 & 2)

(Year 3 & 4)

Puzzle
Activity time: 5–10 minutes
Aim: to know God accepts us too
You will need: copies of the Splash! sheet from page 193

1. Invite the children to draw themselves and a person they find it hard to like in the spaces on
the Splash! sheet from page 193.
2. Encourage them to follow the lines then draw ticks or crosses for each person to show whether
God accepts them or not.
3. As they do this, talk with them about how we can ask God to give us his accepting love for
people we find it difficult to like.
4. Pause the puzzle activity for two minutes to give each child a moment to ask God to help them
love the person they have drawn.

Stingrays
(Year 5 & 6)

Puzzle and discussion
Activity time: 5–10 minutes
Aim: to challenge the children to reach out to those who are despised, unpopular or left out
You will need: copies of the Xstream sheet from page 192

1. Invite the children to do the puzzle on the Xstream sheet from page 192, and see who can
collect the most smiley faces!
2. Encourage the children to think about real people in their neighbourhood, school or church
who don’t have smiley faces because they feel like they don’t belong. How might such people
feel? (Sad, angry, bitter, frustrated, hopeless.) How might we make someone feel welcomed,
wanted or cared for?
3. Say that, because God accepts everyone, not just ‘respectable’ people, we should be like Jesus
and be ready to do the same, and not worry about what others think.
4. Encourage the children to think of ways to put a smile on someone’s face. They could write
down their ideas in the space on their Xstream sheet.

