
LESSON PLANS: 10-05-20
VISIT HARVESTCITY.ORG/JC FOR VIDEOS, LINKS AND RESOURCES

Content and activity sheets ©2018 Scripture Union



God makes animals and people
Activity time: 10–15 minutes

Aim: to understand that God created many different birds, fish and animals

You will need: a timer, a small prize (optional)

1. Read Psalm 148 together and think about all God has created.

2. Give out paper and pens. If you have a large group, divide the children into twos or threes.

3. Invite a confident reader to read Genesis 1:20–25.

4. Challenge the children to see how many different birds, fish and animals they can think of and 
write down in a minute.

5. First, give them a minute to write down as many different birds as they can think of.

6. When the timer goes off, add up the totals. The individual or group who named the most is 
the winner.

7. Do the same for fish and animals. You could award a prize to the overall winner.

8. If you have time, add up how many different birds, fish and animals the group thought of in 
total. Remind them that God created each one – and many more!

Family Fun
(All Ages)



Dolphins
(Age 3, F1 & F2)

Bible story & Play-dough creatures
Activity time: 15–20 minutes

Aim: to thank God for the animals he has made

You will need: play-dough (recipes below), boards, rolling pins, animal cutters, play-dough tools

1. Tell the story below, encouraging the children to join in with animal sounds and movements. 
God was pleased with all he had made: how can we show we are pleased? Clap hands, 
cheer, thumbs up or something else? Choose and practise one method.

2. Explain that God had finished making the world. Say: God was pleased with it. (Show you are 
pleased.) Now he wanted to fill his world with living creatures. First, he made fishes for the 
sea. (Wiggle your hand.) Can you think of any other creatures that live in the sea? Can you 
wave your arms like an octopus? And walk sideways like a crab? God was pleased with the 
fish. (Be pleased.) God made birds to fill the sky. (Flap your arms.) Can you think of the names 
of any birds? Can you stand on one leg like a flamingo or waddle like a duck? God was 
pleased with the birds. (Be pleased.) God made lots of animals. Can you think of any animals? 
Can you wave your trunk like an elephant or trot like a horse? Can you bark like a dog or roar 
like a lion? God was pleased with the animals. (Be pleased.) Best of all, God made people, 
like you and me. (Point to each other.) What can people do that animals cannot do? We can 
speak and smile, sing and dance, pray and praise God. Can you do any of these now?

3. Declare, ‘God was very pleased with everything he had made.’

4. Give each child a lump of play-dough on a board.

5. Encourage the children to model animals with it. If they ask for help, you could suggest rolling 
out a long thin snake, spiralling a long ‘sausage’ to make a snail, or pushing eight legs on to 
a ball of dough to make an octopus (or spider).

6. Alternatively, the children could cut out animal shapes (including fish and birds) with cutters. 
Encourage the children to use the dough tools to mark on feathers, fur or scales.

7. Talk about how the children are making play-dough animals, but God makes ‘real’ animals. 
How amazing God is to make living creatures! Pray, ‘Thank you, God, that we can make play-
dough animals and you can make real animals.’





Turtles
(Year 1 & 2)

Prayer chart
Activity time: 10–15 minutes

Aim: to thank God for his world and to think about our part in looking after it

You will need: Splash sheet 36 (attached)

1. Give out copies of the weekly chart from page 36. Read the sentence at the top together. 
Discuss what the children might say in their thank-you prayers. Younger children could copy 
out phrases or a whole prayer.

2. Explain how the chart works. Through the week the children should write or draw in the spaces 
things they see that God has made – for example, along the plant line they might draw a 
potted plant, an apple tree or flowers in the park.

3. Challenge them to fill in the bottom section at home as they think about God’s world. What 
can they do to look after God’s world? What do they want to say to God about their part?

Sharks
(Year 3 & 4)





Stingrays
(Year 5 & 6)

Psalm praise
Activity time: 10–15 minutes

Aim: to praise God the Creator in whose image we are made

You will need: musical instruments (optional)

1. Make sure everyone can see a Bible, or the words of Psalm 8.

2. Invite everyone to join in reading the psalm together, shouting verse 1 at the beginning, and 
verse 9 at the end. For verses 2 to 8, divide the group in half and read alternate verses.

3. Challenge the children to write their own poem or song to praise God. They could do this in 
groups or individually. If you have musical instruments available, use them to join in praising 
God.


